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Poitiers declaration
on the collaboration between
Coimbra Group Universities and the Municipalities

June 9th, 2016

The Coimbra Group Universities and the Municipalities gathered at the conference
“The University and the City” in Poitiers on June 9" 2016,

inspired by the “Pavia protocol” signed between the National Association of Italian
Municipalities and the Conference of Italian University Rectors in Pavia in September

2015,
signed the present Declaration.
The signatories

1. Reaffirm their centuries-long view that Universities have a central role in the
development of Cities and that Cities represent a fundamental framework and
catalyst for the development of Universities;

2. Declare that both Cities and Universities have a vital interest in the growth of
knowledge and in education;

3. Appreciate that the cooperation between Universities and Cities yields benefits
ranging from the generation of greater wealth to the beneficial dynamics of life
style, from the realization of wider social cohesion to the diffusion of human-
friendly technologies;

4. Acknowledge that this collaboration has already created important and positive
outcomes, but so much more can be done to foster dialogue and synergy
between governments of the Cities and governments of the Universities.



The Coimbra Group Universities and the Municipalities agree to define a set of

objectives and accompanying initiatives to be pursued in the coming years, in order to

make a concrete and visible contribution to the development of their local and regional

communities. These include:

l.

1.

1.

IV.

Vi.

ViI.

VIII.

IX.

Joint initiatives of local governance with other institutional and social actors
of Cities and Universities.

Sharing the benefits and impact of Research and Education with the broader
regional, national and European stakeholders.

Incentives to Knowledge and Culture-based entertainment events, as a
positive element of University and City life and engagement with the broader
public.

Internationalization of the activities of Universities and Cities.

Support for the expansion of youth entrepreneurship directly linked to
Research.

Development of policies to attract companies as well as medical, social and
cultural services and activities.

Development of a joint University-City policy on protection, enhancement and
guarantee of sustainability of University buildings.

Development of welcoming and affordable residential policies.

Rethinking of public transport and urban mobility, with attention to the needs
of the student population.

Promotion of sport among students and all citizens, both as an amateur and
professional activity, as well as a way to overcome disabilities.



Based on the agreement of the above Declaration, the Coimbra Group encourages each
Member University to enhance and strengthen the dialogue and partnership with its
Municipality.

The Coimbra Group expresses its intention to establish a group of experts with a
mandate to examine in depth and in a structured manner the above-mentioned issues
and initiatives developed by Member Universities, in order to serve as a common
platform for sharing good practices in the field of University-City partnership.

Poitiers, June 9™ 2016

For the Coimbra Group,

Dorothy Kelly, Chair of the Executive Board

University of Poitiers City of Poitiers

Yves JEAN Alain CLAEYS



University of Aarhus

Brian BECH NIELSEN

University of Barcelona

Didac RAMIREZ | SARRIO

University of Bergen

Dag Rune OLSEN

University of Bologna

Franceso UBERTINI

City of Aarhus

Jacob BUNDSGAARD

City of Barcelona

Ada COLAU

City of Bergen

Marte MJ@S PERSEN

City of Bologna

Virginio MEROLA



University of Bristol City of Bristol

Hugh R. BRADY Marvin REES
Eotvos Lorand University of Budapest City of Budapest
Barna MEZEY ltsvdn TARLOS
University of Coimbra City of Coimbra
Jodo Gabriel SILVA Manuel MACHADO
Trinity College Dublin City of Dublin

Patrick PRENDERGAST Criona NI DHALAIGH



University of Edinburgh

Timothy O’SHEA

National University of Ireland Galway

James BROWNE

University of Geneva

Yves FLUCKIGER

Georg-August University of Gottingen

Ulrike BEISIEGEL

City of Edinburgh

Donald WILSON

City of Galway

Frank FAHY

City of Geneva

Guillaume BARAZZONE

City of Gottingen

Rolf-Georg KOHLER



University of Granada

Pilar ARANDA RAMIREZ

Karl-Franzens University of Graz

Christa NEUPER

University of Groningen

Elmer STERKEN

Ruprecht-Karls University of Heidelberg

Bernhard EITEL

City of Granada

Francisco CUENCA RODRIGUEZ

City of Graz

Siegfried NAGL

City of Groningen

Peter DEN OUDSTEN

City of Heidelberg

Eckart WURZNER



Alexandru loan Cuza University of lasi City of lasi

Tudorel TOADER Mihai CHIRICA
University of Istanbul City of Istanbul
Mahmut AK Kadir TOPBAS
Friedrich-Schiller University of Jena City of Jena

Walter ROSENTHAL Albrecht SCHROTER
Jagiellonian University in Krakéw City of Krakéw

Wojciech NOWAK Jacek MAJCHROWSKI



University of Leiden

Carel STOLKER

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven

Rik TORFS

Catholic University of Louvain

Vincent BLONDEL

University of Lyon

Khaled BOUABDALLAH

City of Leiden

Henri LENFERINK

City of Leuven

Louis TOBBACK

City of Louvain

Jean-Luc ROLAND

City of Lyon

Gérard COLLOMB



University of Montpellier

Philippe AUGE

University of Padova

Rosario RIZZUTO

University of Pavia

Fabio RUGGE

Charles University of Prague

Tomas ZIMA

City of Montpellier

Philippe SAUREL

City of Padova

Massimo BITONCI

City of Pavia

Massimo DEPAOLI

City of Prague

Adriana KRNACOVA
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Saint Petersburg State University

Nikolay Mikhaylovich KROPACHEV

University of Salamanca

Daniel HERNANDEZ RUIPEREZ

University of Siena

Angelo RICCABONI

University of Tartu

Volli KALM

City of Saint Petersburg

Georgy POLTAVCHENKO

City of Salamanca

Alfonso FERNANDEZ MANUECO

City of Siena

Bruno VALENTINI

City of Tartu

Urmas KLAAS
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Turun Yliopisto University of Turku

Kalervo VAANANEN

University of Uppsala

Eva AKESSON

University of Vilnius

Artiras ZUKAUSKAS

City of Turku

Aleksi RANDELL

City of Uppsala

Marlene BURWICK

City of Vilnius

Remigijus SIMASIUS
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Julius-Maximilian University of Wiirzburg

Alfred FORCHEL

Abo Akademi University

Mikko HUPA

City of Wiirzburg

Georg ROSENTHAL

City of Abo

Aleksi RANDELL

13



